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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 12, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify 
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the 
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
that I have been served with a subpoena, 
issued by the Westminster, Colorado Munic-
ipal Court, for testimony in a criminal case. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN BRISTOL, 
Congressional Aide. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CONGRES-
SIONAL AIDE OF THE HON. 
MARK UDALL, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Carter Ellison, Congres-
sional Aide, Office of the Honorable 
MARK UDALL, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, July 12, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington, 

DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify 

you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the 
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
that I have been served with a subpoena, 
issued by the Westminster, Colorado Munic-
ipal Court, for testimony in a criminal case. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
CARTER ELLISON, 

Congressional Aide. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 2419. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

f 

FARM, NUTRITION, AND 
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 574 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2419. 

b 1942 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2419) to 
provide for the continuation of agricul-
tural programs through fiscal year 
2012, and for other purposes, with Mrs. 
TAUSCHER in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 
rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
PETERSON) and the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Chairman, today we have a bill 
before us that is known as the farm 
bill, but this bill is much more than 
about farms. It is about the food we 
eat, the clothes we wear, and, increas-
ingly, the fuel that we will use. 

The farm bill assures that we will 
have a safe, strong food supply now and 
for years to come. It funds nutrition 
programs and ensures that working 
families have enough to eat. It provides 
conservation programs to protect the 
environment. It funds rural develop-
ment programs in support of our rural 
communities nationwide. You can see 
that this farm bill is certainly about 
more than just farms. 

In addition to these important prior-
ities, this farm bill also provides the 
safety net that allows our Nation’s 
farmers and ranchers to continue to 
provide the food, fiber, and fuel that 
meet the needs of Americans and peo-
ple around the world. 

America is still the world’s bread-
basket, and that is something we 
should be proud of. Over the past year, 
my colleagues and I have traveled 
across the country from New York to 
Alabama, to my neck of the woods in 
Minnesota, and all the way to Cali-
fornia. We heard from folks who are 
out there every day working the land, 
producing a diverse range of agri-
culture products. 

The farm bill is a product of agree-
ments that we have reached by con-
sulting everyone interested in this 
process. In addition to hearings across 
the country, we have worked with nu-
trition advocates, conservation and en-
vironmental organizations, renewable 
energy groups, and representatives 
from all parts of the fruit and vege-
table industry, in addition to the farm 
groups traditionally involved in the 
farm bill. 

At the end of that process, we now 
have more than 100 organizations rep-
resenting conservation, nutrition, 
rural development, renewable energy, 
labor and farm groups that have signed 
on in support of this bill. I think that 
this unprecedented support is a direct 
result of our efforts to be inclusive in 
this farm bill process. 

There are very few issues that the 
National Farmers Union and the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Federation can 
agree on, but at the end of the day, 
they both support this bill. 

The members of these groups who 
support our farm bill are the real ex-
perts on farm policy because it is a re-
ality that they live each day of their 
lives. They are the ones on the land 
planting the crops, managing the live-
stock and taking the risk inherent in 

the industry of farming. They are the 
ones who represent the people using 
the farm bill’s nutrition programs. 
They are the ones working to imple-
ment good conservation practices in 
the communities across this country. If 
they support our bill, then I know that 
we’re doing the right thing. 

This farm bill also includes signifi-
cant reforms. Of course, some people 
think we went too far. Others think we 
didn’t go far enough. But everybody 
seems to agree that they never thought 
that we could get an agreement that 
went as far as it has. That is what this 
farm bill is about. We got the different 
groups into the room and produced an 
agreement that everyone feels like 
they’ve been part of the process, even if 
they didn’t get exactly what they 
wanted. 

This bill does make significant 
changes, including a hard cap on sub-
sidies for the first time ever. We’ve 
taken the $2.5 million adjusted gross 
income cap down to $500,000. And we 
have put a hard cap on of $1 million so 
that anybody over $1 million of ad-
justed gross income will not receive 
farm payments after this bill passes. 

We have also cut the soft cap that I 
mentioned on adjusted gross income to 
$500,000. We also, in this bill, required 
direct attribution for the first time of 
farm program payments so that people 
won’t be able to get around the pay-
ment limits by receiving payments 
through different business entities. 
These are not insignificant by any 
means, and these changes will affect 
thousands of farmers nationwide. 

In the area of conservation, too, we 
have made significant changes as well 
as new investments. One thing we’ve 
done, we have included the same kind 
of payment limits on conservation pro-
grams that we have had for farm pro-
grams. That way, there’s more money 
available to more farmers to partici-
pate in these popular programs. 

The bill also includes $3.8 billion in 
new spending for conservation pro-
grams over the next 5 years. These pro-
grams help farmers protect the envi-
ronment with programs that reduce 
erosion, enhance water supply, improve 
water quality, increase wildlife habi-
tat, and reduce damage caused by 
floods and other natural disasters. 

This farm bill provides new resources 
to protect and preserve the Chesapeake 
Bay and other high-priority areas, and 
it encourages private land owners to 
provide public access for hunting, fish-
ing and other recreational activities. 

In the area of renewable energy, this 
farm bill invests in programs that will 
help encourage the development of cel-
lulosic ethanol in this country. In my 
opinion, this represents the future for 
American agriculture. Once we can es-
tablish the first facilities that can 
make ethanol from agricultural waste 
and other biomass products, we will 
take a huge step in a new direction for 
agriculture and for rural America. 
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